Greater Jacksonville Association, Inc.

General Membership Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, January 20, 2009
GJA met on the above date at Jacksonville Elementary School.  President Glen Thomas called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Board members and officers were introduced. Approximately 25 people attended the meeting. The minutes of the November meeting were approved as submitted. (There was no December meeting.) Treasurer Bill Bergeron reported that to date there was $15,324.79 in the account. 

Lt. Bob McGraw of Precinct 7 reported that there had been a drop of 33 percent in area robberies, which include burglaries and auto thefts. 

Marc Peters reported that the domain name for the web site had been secured (www. greaterjacksonville.org.)   He was authorized to secure the name for five years at a cost of $95. The web site is under development.  Alex Gorstan, the web site developer, spoke about the web site now under construction, and asked for feed back.

President Thomas reported that Exxon was drilling on new wells on site for soil vapor recovery, and, in general, MTBE levels were going down. However, MTBE levels nearby at the Bradford Bank and Hayes sites were rising. 270 wells are being tested; 14 homes had filtration installed; and six are still above state action levels. The Snyder lawsuit is going forward in court, and the Peter Angelos suit is in deposition now.  Mr. Thomas will stay on top of the Exxon issues, especially when it is expected that Exxon will ask to stop testing wells. 

Mark Ellerkmann, president of the Dance Mill Association, which was formed in an attempt to preserve area 60 acres of farmland, now scheduled tot be an 11-house development, spoke about now wanting to preserve the rural character of the area. The approved development plan for Brighton Court stated that there would be no lighted, monument signs and now they are beginning to construct a large sign. There will be a Hearing Officer’s Hearing on January 29. Dr. Ellerkmann asked for GJA support for adherence to the approved plan.  GJA will support the Dance Mill request. The FJA board will decide the language of the support statement. 

Gene Conger reported that a well had been drilled as a start for the development of the Jacksonville Park site. He has been assured that groundbreaking will begin for the new senior/community center by next October. 

Members were reminded to pay their $12 dues for the 2009 calendar year. 

There being no further new business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:25 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Betsy Lehmann, Secretary

