Greater Jacksonville Association, Inc.

General Membership Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, January 19, 2010
GJA met on the above date at the Jacksonville Elementary School. President Glen Thomas called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m. Approximately 50 persons were in attendance, including guests County Executive Jim Smith and Councilmen Joe Bartenfelder and Kevin Kamenetz. Councilman Bryan McIntire was represented by his aide, Marcie Goodman.  
The minutes of the November meeting were approved as submitted. Treasurer Bill Bergeron reported an account balance of $15,222.58.
Lt. Bob McGraw of the Cockeysville Police Precinct reported that there had been two burglaries in the area recently – a daytime one on Southside Avenue and a nighttime one on Blenheim Road. There were no suspects and no further incidents. In December, thefts from autos had occurred. These crimes have been solved with arrests made.  He noted that, arising from community complaints, RADAR enforcement was scheduled to be set up on area roads around Jacksonville. 

County Executive Jim smith spoke about the good financial state of Baltimore County and progress on Sweet Air Park and the senior center/rec building. He noted crime in Baltimore County was down to 1970 levels. He commented on the necessity for land preservation in the rural area for supplying local food and assuring available water resources, noting the renaissance of older neighborhoods was relieving development pressure.  Mr. Smith cited a recent watershed agreement among the jurisdictions encompassing the watershed. He reported on the progress of the agricultural center being developed on Shawan Road. 
Mr. Smith reported that the $4.5M project at Sweet Air Park was scheduled to open on July 10, 2010. It will have walking trails, two ball fields and the Jacksonville Rec and Senior Center. 

He also reported on proposed gang legislation, a scrap metal bill requiring reporting sales to local law enforcement, and a bill to require financial institutions to notify local jurisdictions about foreclosures. 

Mark Ellerkmann raised the issue of porous paving with the County Executive, especially as it related to Sweet Air Park.  Mr. Smith reported that it had been carefully considered and would be in future development. He noted that a different sand-type system had been decided upon as more suitable for the park. 

Councilmen Joe Bartenfelder, Kevin Kamenetz and Councilman Bryan McIntire’s aide, Marcie Goodman were called upon to speak briefly.  

Mr. Thomas reported for the Zoning Committee that the County had held a Community Input Meeting (CIM) for the Gaylord Brooks development of the Richardson property at 13629 Jarrettsville Pike. He referred to the plan on display that allowed for four new homes to be clustered on the northwest corner of the property.  Mr. Thomas noted that he has been asked to serve on the Advisory Board for County Master Plan 2020. 
Dennis Lane of the Jacksonville Optimists reported that the Fourth of July fireworks would be scheduled for Saturday June 26, 2010 so as not to conflict with those at Oregon Ridge. He reported that the new school board policy not to permit any profit-making vendors on school property was seriously hampering the usual Fourth of July celebration since it would not allow food sales, musical entertainment, etc. at the event as those are all profit making entities. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 pm. Upcoming meetings are scheduled to be held on February 16, March 16, and April 20. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Betsy Lehmann, Secretary 

