Greater Jacksonville Association, Inc.

General Membership Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, April 21, 2009
GJA met on the above date at Jacksonville Elementary School. President Glen Thomas called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. The minutes of the March meeting were approved as submitted.  Treasurer Bill Bergeron reported a balance of $15,431.33.

Mr. Thomas reported on several items. Membership recruitment was discussed as there are currently only 41 families who have paid their dues for 2009.  The board authorized an expense of $400 for graphic design of a full-color tri-fold membership brochure. A print mailer will go out before the May general meeting soliciting members and attendance. Mr. Thomas noted that he had filed the Maryland Personal Property tax return to keep our corporate charter active. No fee is required.  Since no donations were made last year to either of the charities that the board authorized to receive donations from GJA, the Jacksonville Volunteer Fire Company has now been given $300 donation, and the board authorized a $200 donation to the Jacksonville Elementary School’s fund for Excellence. 

Regarding the web site now under construction, the board decided that names and titles of officers and directors would be listed with one contact, currently the secretary, who will answer inquiries or forward them to the appropriate officer, ie., treasurer about financial question, etc.  The domain name greaterjacksonville.org has been secured for five years at a cost of $95.  The web site host fee of approximately $143 per year was approved. Ms. Lehmann requested copies of these contracts for the files. Mr. Peters asked the board to review the current web site.  Web developer Alex Gorstan will be paid $1,200 total to complete the requested web site development.  He has already been paid $200. The board authorized another $500 payment with the final $500 to be paid upon completion of the site. 

Mr. Thomas reported that he had been contacted about a dumpster that has been at a house on Jarrettsville Pike for about two years. The owner says he is renovating, but neighbors report trucks adding debris from off-site regularly. Code enforcement will be asked to investigate. Ms. Lehmann reported that she had spoken to county code enforcement about the derelict properties on Paper Mill Road near Cooper Road. The newer house and yard have been cleaned up and debris removed; the old frame house is scheduled to be razed. It is in an estate and in the hands of an attorney.

The Jacksonville Park is scheduled for the DRC in May.  The plan should be available for review.  Mark Ellerkmann raised the issue of pervious paving on the park site. The Board voted to take a stand in support of the use of pervious paving where feasible.  Councilman Bryan McIntire joined the meeting and discussed several sites’ experiences with various types of pervious paving. GJA will request a speaker/presentation on both the park plan and the use of pervious paving at a future general meeting. 

Dr. Ellerkmann reported that the Dance Mill Association had received a favorable ruling on the signage issue with the Brighton Hills developer and had reached a compromise solution to be implemented. He thanked GJA for their support on this issue. 

Councilman McIntire reported that the county budget was lean but in good shape in this difficult economic environment.

The next general membership meeting is scheduled for May 19. There being no further new business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:10 pm.

Respectfully submitted, 

Betsy Lehmann, Secretary
