Greater Jacksonville Association, Inc.

General Membership Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, June 15, 2010
GJA met on the above date at Chestnut Grove Presbyterian Church. President Glen Thomas called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m. Approximately 25 persons were in attendance. Mr. Thomas reported that notice of the meeting had been sent out via mail and email. 

The minutes of the May 18, 2010 meeting were approved as submitted. Treasurer Doug Oakley reported that as of May 30 there was a balance of $14,728.13 in the treasury. 

Mr. Thomas reported that the Board had voted to contribute $250 to the Falls Road Community Association to help with their legal expenses in fighting a zoning ruling permitting a garage apartment as second dwelling on a lot zoned for single dwelling use.  A request was received from the Jacksonville Optimists for financial help with the approximate $10,000 cost for the Fourth of July fireworks display (to be held on June 26) since donations are down this year, and the board voted to donate $100 to the event. 

There was discussion of the State Highway Department’s plans for future improvements to the Four Corners intersection. Several issues raised include:

· The Sweet Air Road westbound turn lane was a major problem not scheduled for improvement to extend the lane.
· Two lanes going through the light then merging into one is not seen as a viable solution to traffic flow. Members noted the poor performance of this configuration at the Dulaney Road bridge.

· Work should be done during off-peak hours to avoid the congestion experienced with sidewalk improvements.

· Sidewalks need to be extended to the new Sweet Air Park.

· Speed limits need enforcement approaching the intersection.

Mr. Thomas requested six or so interested volunteers to meet with the Maryland Department of the Environment, overseeing the Exxon spill, to discuss water delivery and well testing. There are some reports that contamination is spreading to new areas outside the designated radius and monitoring wells may be seeing higher levels of contamination. Exxon is requesting to be allowed to increase water extraction limits.

Delegate JB Jennings spoke of the need to extend well testing outside the now designated radius since there may be some spread of contamination.  Members asked if GJA could approach one or more water testing companies to ask for a group discount on the possible $300 + cost for all contaminates/components possibly resulting from a gasoline/MTBE leak.

Mr. Thomas noted that he had talked with the rental agency about issues concerning vacancies at the Manor Shopping Center.  Zoning Chairman Pat Egan suggested sending a letter to members of the Farley family, owners of the Center. She spoke with Conway Management about maintenance. Adherence to the GJA Community Plan’s signage recommendations should also be requested. There is rental interest in both the restaurant location for a family-style restaurant and in the Blockbuster site.  Mr. Thomas requested members’ comments on desired commercial usage in Jacksonville. A hardware store was suggested.

The Sweet Air Park/Jacksonville Community Center is scheduled to open on July 10. 

Mr. Thomas noted there are no planned meetings for July and August. Fall meetings will be September 21, October 19, November 16 and December 21 at Jacksonville Elementary School unless other wise advised. Check online at greaterjacksonville.org. Mr. Thomas reminded everyone that suggested bylaws changes would be developed by the board and presented for a vote in early fall, and only paid members may vote. (New members must be paid 30 days prior to a vote.)

There was a report of daytime burglaries in the Manor/Green Glade Road area. A book salesman driving a red Honda with Missouri plates may be of interest.

There being no other new business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:55 pm.

Respectfully submitted, Betsy Lehmann, Secretary
